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950 HWY 9BE Suile 7052, Dastin. FI 32541

To the County Air Pallution Control Officer: 4 December 2015

The proposed hospital in Templeton is planned and designed to have a maximum capacity of 91
patients. This is 46 beds less than the minimum suggested number of beds for San Luis Qbispo
County. The California Hospital Association has calculated a need for 138 acute psychiatric

beds for San Luis Obispo Couaty. So has the County’s own Behavioral Health Integration
Project Report.

Although we will not deny admission to this tacility from otlier areas, our operational plan is
designed to serve the restdents of SLO County. It is not desxgnui or intended for patients outside
of the county.

Rxght now, residents secking inpatient treatment from SLO: C(mmy must travel hundreds of miles
in their personat vehicles to be admitted. Their family, co-workers and friends must also make
that trip. 1 have spoken (o facilitics as far south as Los. Angeles-and as far north as Santa Rosa
who regularly admit patients from SLO County-now' because of the lack of services in SLO

County. That means upwards of sx.\ hours on the: road for c.ach pauem tnp taken to far away
facilities.

Behavioral health hospitals domot function like acute medical: SUI'E!W'I! ‘qap;tals such as Twin
Cities or French. Behavioral health hospitals do not have emerg _ey rooms, ob-gvn qervlceq
radiology, ¢tc ﬁ\ll of. lhl.su are mijor traffic generators. ‘

Patient: stays at ba.hawordl health hospitals average 5-10 days w _1pha51s on pﬂ.tient
assessment, stablhzatmn, treatment and discharge planning. Visitors:are not cncouraged dug to

the intensive care and need for stabilization. Comparing 2 these two types of health: care famhtses
is like compnrmg apples. s.md nranges in terms of vchmle mp unpact

I'cannot stress: ¢nough that the’ impact on‘traffic on, the roads ot Cahfomm and Iaan Lu:s Obispo
County will be'a posmve em, 4 S
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